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rk 1 
The prescrit invention relates generally fo the 
birder art, and more particularly to a n0vel lock- 
ing device for a metal for engaging and support- 
ing a telephone directory or the like. 
The locking device comprises a member slid- 
ably mounted on the free end oï a rod-like retain- 
ing member. The sliding member contains a pro- 
tuberance which is yie!dably urged into holding 
engagement with a.n aperture contained in one of 
the leg portions of the body member of the metal. 
There are numerous book supporting metals in 
use af the prescrit rime, but the locking means 
of the majority of them are hot entirely satisfac- 
tory, many of them being cumbersome and requir- 
ing an excessive amount of rime fo engage and 
disengage; or else they are unreliable in opera- 
tion. 
If is an object of the prescrit invention, there- 
fore, fo provide a supporting metal with a novel 
locking means which is simple in construction, 
yet positive in its locking action. 
Another object is fo provide a supporting metal 
with a novel locking means which can be engaged 
and disengaged quickly and easily. 
Other objects are fo provide a supporting metal 
with a novel locking means which contains a 
minimum number of parts, is of rugged construc- 
tion, and which is relatively inexpensive fo manu- 
facture. 
Further objects and aàvantages of the prescrit 
invention will be apparent from the following de- 
scription, reference being had fo the accompany- 
ing drawing wherein a preferred embodiment oï 
the prescrit invention is shown, in which: 
Fig. I is a perspective view of a supporting 
metal provided with a locking device embodying 
the teachings of the present invention, shown em- 
ployed with a telephone directory; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary horizontal 
sectiona.1 view taken on the line 2--2 in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged top plan view of the metal; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged front elevational view of 
the metal; 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged vertical transverse sec- 
tional view taken on the line 6--6 in Fig. 4; 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged vertical transverse sec- 
tional view taken on the line 6-,6 in Fig. 4; and 
Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical longi- 
tudinal sectional view taken on the line 7--7 in 
Fig. 3. 
leferring fo the drawing more particularly by 
reference numerals, 18 indicates generally a suP- 
porting metal provided with a locking device I! 
ruade in accordance with the teachings of the 
present invention, the metal being in supporting 
engagement with a telephone directory |2. 

2 
The metal I{} includes an elongated U-shaped 
body member ! 4 which hs a member ! 6 mounted 
thereon for retining the book 2 in position. 
The body member ! 4 comprises a fiat elongated 
 portion ! 6 with semicircular-shaped upturned end 
portions 26 and 22 normal thereto. The fiat por- 
tion 6 contains a pair of spaced openings 23 for 
a purpose described hereinafter. The end por- 
tion 26 contains a relatively small circular open- 
1o ing 24, as shown in Fig. 6, and the end portion 22 
contains a relatively large circular opening 26 in- 
wardly of the upper edge thereof, as shown in 
Fig. 5. A vertical alot 26 extends from the open- 
ing 26 fo the upper edge of the end portion 22 for 
15 a purpose described hereinafter. 
The member 18 includes a rod-like body por- 
tion 30, one end of which extends through the 
end opening 24 and which contains a ring-like 
portion 62 for suspending the metal and book by 
2o a chain or cord. 
The locking device I! includes a cylindrical 
locking member 34 (Fig. 7) with a knurled outer 
surface 36 which is slidably mounted on the other 
end of the rod-like portion 30. The member M 
25 c0ntains two connecting cylindrical chambers 36 
and 37, the latter being of larger diameter than 
the former, thus forming a shoulder 68 between 
them. Af one end, the member M is formed as 
a cylindrical protuberance 39 which has a frusto- 
3o conical end portion 46, the cylindrical protuber- 
ance 39 being slightly smaller than the opening 
26 in the end portion 22 of the body member 4. 
A washer 4 | is slidably mounted on the rod-like 
portion 36 within the chamber 37 and is prevented 
35 from sliding off of the end thereof by an enlarged 
end portion 42. The outside diameter of the 
washer 4! is slightly smaller than the inside di- 
ameter of the chamber 37. 
A cofl spring 44 is disposed around the rod-like 
40 portion 30 within the chambers 36 and 3, with 
one end bearing against the washer 4! and the 
other end against the innermost wall of the 
chamber 36. 
In use, the metal [0 is brought into supporting 
45 engagement with the telephone directory 2 by 
flrst grasping the fiat portion ! 8 of the body mem- 
ber 14 in one hand and the knurled surface $§ of 
the locking member 34 with the other hand. The 
locking member 34 is then pulled outwardly to 
50 the position shown in dotted lines in Fig. 7, in 
which position the shoulder 38 abuts the washer 
4! thereby limiting the outward movement of the 
locking member 64, the end of the frusto-conical 
portion 40 clears the outer face of the end pot- 
55 tion 22, and the spring 44 is compressed agait 
the washer 4. The end of the rod-like portion 
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36 which contains the locking member 34 is then 
lifted upwardly through the slot 28 thereby piv- 
oting the retaining member  6 about the end por- 
tion 26 so as to provide a U-shaped opening for 
the inser£ion of the, directory 2.. 
The te]ephone-.direc£ory 12 is then .opened in 
the center and positioned between the member 
16 and the body member 14 with the back thereof 
against the inner face of the elongated portion 

4 
ent disclosure, which will be readfly apparent to 
one skilled in the art, are contemplated as within 
the scope of the present invention which is lim- 
ited only by the claire which ïollows. 
What is claimed is: 
A deyice: of: the type: deseribe@« çompising an 
elongated body member; a rod-like retaining 
member having one end thereof mounted adja- 
cent one end oï said body member so as fo be both 

6. The member 16 is th.en, sw.ung»do.wnw.-r.d1:. 
into position between the open pages of the direc». 
tory  2, the locking membe4-.pulle.d out_wardly 
against the action of the spr5ng.44,:untilthe.encl.: 
of the ffusto-conical portion 46 clears the outer 
ïace oï the end portion 26, and the rod-like mem- 
ber 36 inserted through the slot 26, nto Che. ópen -, 
ing 26. The locking member 34 is then,released, 
permitting the spring 4@,fo drive the cylindrical 
portion ,39. into the opening,26, thereby .locking 
thé. membe  $ in position.  The. frusto-conical 
portion .0" guides the cylindrical portion . into 
the ope.ning . 
N0rmally,. the metul, f6 ]s. suspended from a 
chain or cord (not .shown). whïch engag.es the 
ring-lile portion 3,. but, if desirable, if .can be 
fastened fo a wall or the like by screws inserted 
through the openings. 2. :before the directary $ 2 
is p]'.aced in position. 
The lo_cking deviceis simple.and rugged in con- 
struction, s eàsily.engaged and.disenaged,/sut 
i is also .positive.in its action so as ,te prevent the 
member .[$ Trom being !nadvertently disengaged. 
Therefore, it is apparent-that .there bas been 
p:ovided a novel lo'ckingdevice for. a bo.ok_sup- 
porting, metal which fulfills all of the objects and 
advantge.s sought theref.or. 
If is:to be, understood £hat the foregoing de.r 
scription and the accornpanying .d:av/ing bave 
been given only by way of illustration .and exam- 
.ple-, and .that.changes and alterationsAn.tb, e.pes- 

1 piv.otble.and.slidable with respect to said body 
member; said one end having a ring-like portion. 
disposed exteznally oï said body member for sus-. 
pe.nding.:.said:de;ice and a telephone directory 
or the like»:supp0ted thereby; a locking member 
15 slidably mounted adjacent the other end oï said: 
retaining, member,and engageable with the other 
end ofsaid body member so as to prevent pivotal 
movement oï the retaining member, but hOt slid- 
ing moement.thereoï, relative tosaid body more- 
ber, said io.cking member c0ntaining, a pair of. co.nr 
necting, cylindrical chambers,..the outer_ chm_b.r 
being of a larder _diam_eter. than. the_ inner one o 
as-fo fom .a shoulder between them;, a washer 
dispos.ed.on the retaining member adja.cet_ the 
othm, end and within said out.er, chamber,, .the 
washer being, larger than the inner chamer, so 
as to abut. the sho.ulder_ and lim_it the outward 
movement of the locking member,; and., coiled 
sprin disposed about_theretaining, member..with- 
in.the chambers and adjacent the .washer. 
WALTER. E.., SCHROEI%. 
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